
 
 

Sustainability policy 
 

At Sherwood vets we believe and recognise our responsibility towards the 
environment. We strive and are committed to reducing our environmental impact. We 
are continually looking to improve our environmental performance and welcome any 
feedback and suggestions from all staff members. We strongly believe that all staff 
members have an important role to help ensure that our targets for sustainability are 
being met.  
 
We strongly believe that making small changes around the practice will help us 
reduce our environmental impact.  
 
Our commitment:  
 

-​ Reducing the amount of energy we use in practice.  
-​ Limit and minimise our CO2 emissions  
-​ Minimising any single use items/plastics where possible 
-​ Recycling as much waste as possible to reduce the amount of waste going to 

landfill. 
-​ Raising awareness through education to all staff members  

 
How we will meet our aims: 
 

-​ Ensure lights, air conditioning and plug sockets are all turned off when the 
room is not in use. When washing up dog bowls etc, run a sink of water, do 
not let the water run unnecessarily. Do not run a very small load of washing, 
wait for more dirty blankets and towels to ensure the washing machine is 
being run at minimum. Try and get all washing outside to dry, to minimise the 
amount of heating needing to be used indoors. Only boil the amount of water 
you need in the kettle, do not overfill it (I.E fill kettle to the top for 1 cup) 

-​ Staff travelling between practices should be kept minimal. We should also try 
to complete house visits on only one day a week if possible (not in an 
emergency situation). Client visits to the practice should be kept to a 
minimum. We can help clients reduce their carbon footprint by: ​
+ Offering home delivery on parasite treatment through our health care plan. ​
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+ Post op pictures to be emailed for a RVN or VS to assess before coming in 
for an appointment for routine surgeries.​
+ Combining medication checks with vaccinations​
+ Pre operative checks on the same morning of the procedure for routine 
operations, so that limits the amount of journeys being taken to the practice. 

-​ Reusable cloths should be used for cleaning, not just one off use wipes or 
tissue. We provide cups, glasses, cutlery and plates to ensure staff do not 
need to use single, one use plastic items. Please use the rechargeable 
batteries that we provide, instead of ordering in single use batteries. We have 
reusable cotton bags with our logo on to use from transporting goods from 
one surgery to the other. Clients can also use these bags to help minimise the 
use of plastic bags. 

-​ Recycling, splitting waste and ensuring everything that can be recycled is. Do 
not throw batteries away, these should be taken to a recycling point. If a client 
donates blankets, newspaper etc in plastic carrier bags, these should be 
reused multiple times (along with our cotton bags). Once they cannot be used 
anymore, they should be taken to a supermarket for recycling.  

-​ We encourage staff to research more on sustainability and to ensure they stay 
up to date with this policy. This policy will be printed and put into the staff 
rooms as well as always accessible on the google drive for staff to see at all 
times. Our environmental statement can be found in the staff hand book (also 
at the bottom of this document).  

 
 
This policy will be regularly reviewed and updated to take account of organisational 
priorities and changes, environmental legislation and best practice. 
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Environmental Statement 
 
We are committed to preventing pollution and to complying with all relevant 
environmental legislation, regulations and other environmental requirements. We will 
regularly evaluate the environmental impact of our activities, products and 
services and we will take action to continually improve our environmental 
performance. 
 
It is our policy to: 
 

-​ Minimise the use of energy, water and natural resources 
-​ Minimise waste through prevention, re-use and recycling where possible 
-​ Dispose of waste safely and legally 
-​ Avoid the use of hazardous materials, where practical 
-​ Work with environmentally responsible suppliers 
-​ Prevent environmental damage and minimise nuisance factors such as noise 

           and air pollution. 
 
We will define environmental objectives, targets and improvement actions that are 
related to this policy and to our significant environmental aspects. We will regularly 
evaluate progress. We are committed to providing relevant environmental training 
and promoting environmental awareness to employees and, where appropriate, to 
suppliers and to communicating our environmental performance. We will implement 
processes to prevent environmental non-conformities and to ensure that we are 
prepared to deal with potential environmental emergencies. 
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